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John Paul (Sid) Testen

John Paul Testen, 87, of Sayre, PA passed away on Thursday, March 27,
2025 at Guthrie Robert Packer Hospital surrounded by his loving family. Also
referred to as Sid by his many friends and family, John married his high school
sweetheart, Joan (Sampson) Testen on October 19th, 1957. The couple would
have celebrated 68 years of married bliss this October.

Born and raised in Wilkes Barre, PA, John was the son of the late John and
Louise (Resnick) Testen, Jr. John graduated from Coughlin High School in
Wilkes Barre, PA and went on to obtain his Draftsman Training Program:
Drafting and Related Technology Certification from The Pennsylvania State
University. John then began his career working in Washington D.C. at the
Naval Gunnery. From there, John was hired by IBM as a Mechanical Engineer
in Poughkeepsie, New York before transferring to IBM Owego, where he
would remain until his retirement after 31 years. More recently, he enjoyed
telling people he was retired for more years than he worked. John’s
knowledge, talent, and skills were instrumental in the development of
electrical systems utilized in the Light Airborne Multi Purpose Systems
(LAMPS) equipped helicopters, NASA space shuttles, AWAC equipped planes
and the B1 Bomber, of which he was especially proud, and designing circuitry
systems which were the precursor to what are now known as microchips and



GPS.

An avid and accomplished craftsman, John enjoyed many years perfecting his
hobby of woodworking in the “barn” he designed and essentially built by
himself. He would proudly explain how he acquired the many machines and
tools he utilized as his guests marveled at the complex and industrial-level
system he had devised and the meticulous projects he produced. John was
attentive to all details from start to finish of any project he worked on. John
was also very active with the Boy Scouts of America, earning the rank of
Eagle Scout and spending countless hours hunting, exploring, and guiding
others to love the outdoors. Later in life, he was a guest Engineering and
Electrical speaker for the Boy Scouts of America.

Helping others in his community was very important to John. He volunteered
his time building a garage, tables, chairs, candle holders, and benches for The
Epiphany Church, helping the elderly with their tax forms and as an active
member with The Bridge. John is a past member of the VFW and The
Catholic War Veterans Ball-Skerpon Post 1738 in Sayre. John was a veteran
of the Army Reserves and felt honored to march with the Valley Color Guard
at local parades and services.

John was a proud patriarch of his family, who loved and respected his many
hobbies, often finding him deep in a book, project, bowl of ice cream, or
planning a vacation. His passion for learning was engrained in who he was,
often becoming the expert on anything he set his mind to. His family will
forever miss his calm presence, witty sense of humor, trusted guidance, and
immeasurable and unwavering love for his family.

John is survived by his loving wife of 67 years, Joan; his brother Robert
(Sylvia) Testen of Ohio; his two sons John (Roxanne) and Michael (Lynda), a
daughter, Susan (Daniel) Kelleher; his grandchildren Ashley (Joe) Sherman,



Amber Testen, Allison (Brian) Cebulko, DJ (Marisa) Kelleher, Michael
(Monica) Testen, Taylor, Kaitlyn, and Lyndsey Testen; 13 great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his beloved son
and best friend, David Testen, and parents Louise and John Testen.

A time of visitation for friends and family will be held from 6:00PM until
8:00PM on Thursday, April 3, 2025, at the Alteri-Bowen Funeral Home, 314
Desmond St, Sayre PA 18840. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at
10:00AM on Friday, April 4, 2025, at the Church of the Epiphany, 304 South
Elmer Avenue, Sayre, PA 18840. Interment will follow Mass at the Tioga Point
Cemetery.

John was a man of great faith who loved seeing children learn. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation in his name to Epiphany School, 627
Stevenson St, Sayre, PA 18840. Memories and condolences may be
expressed by visiting bowenfuneralhomes.com.



Cemetery Details

Tioga Point Cemetery

803 North Main Street
Athens, PA 18810

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 3. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Alteri-Bowen Funeral Home
314 Desmond Street

Sayre, PA 18840

(570) 888-2113
info@bowenfuneralhomes.com

Mass of Christian Burial

APR 4. 10:00 AM (ET)

Church of the Epiphany
304 S Elmer Ave
Sayre, PA 18840


mailto:info@bowenfuneralhomes.com

Tribute Wall

Dear Joan , Our sympathies to you and your family for the loss of
John. Thinking of you and we are so sorry for your loss. Irving and
Nancy Edmunds

Irving and Nancy Edmunds - April 08, 2025 at 07:45 PM

We are so sorry to hear of John's passing. Due to circumstances we
could not attend his viewing or service but we wanted the entire
family to know that we are thinking of you in this time of grief. John
was a pillar of the community and will be sorely missed by all who
knew him. Our sincere condolences to his family and friends. May
John sleep in the arms of the Lord forever.

Stephen and Julia Tubbs - April 07, 2025 at 10:41 AM
John sorry to he the lose of your father thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family Buster Frisbie

Clarence Frisbie - April 06, 2025 at 10:20 AM
Joan, Susan, Dan and family very sorry to hear of your loss, we
pray you and your family take solace that Sid has reached his
heavenly home, God Bless.

Joe & Colleen Shaw and family

Joe Shaw - April 03, 2025 at 03:16 PM



A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of John Paul "Sid" Testen.

April 02, 2025 at 09:08 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of John Paul "Sid" Testen.

April 02, 2025 at 09:08 AM

Roxanne, Jennifer, Tony, Bella, & Eliana
purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for
the family of John Paul "Sid" Testen.

Roxanne, Jennifer, Tony, Bella, & Eliana - April 01, 2025 at
12:56 PM

To the family of John: | am deeply sorry for your loss. Please know
you are in my thoughts during this difficult time. John was truly a
remarkable man that touched so many lives and leaving a lifetime of
memories for you to cherish forever. My sincere Sympathy, Glory

Kilmer

Glory Kilmer - April 01, 2025 at 11:52 AM
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